Evangelization Commission Meeting July 26 Minutes
Attendees: Antoinette Robinson, Cathy Graham, Dorothy Weathers, Dave Kennard, Kate Galo

Minutes of the June meeting were approved.

Having sent the dates and times of the upcoming meetings to the Communications committee, people will know where we are (rectory) and how to get to us.

Operation Keep in Contact update:

· About 75% of the parish has been contacted.  

· Graham is clearing up the mailing confusion.

· 50 names have bee added to iContact.

· More data has been received, and the database of information is looking good.

· Future plans: have a display at the back of the church and at coffee hours for parishioners to sign up if they have not; should we continue to be a physical presence at masses at least once a month?

· There are about 400-500 names that we have no information on.

· The goal for publishing the resource book (directory), once we receive information on ministries, etc. from Stewardship, is by mid-September.  A hard copy should be available in August for proofing.

· August 28-29, Evangelization will help to provide a physical presence so people will have one last chance to give their information.

· 8-12 people will be needed to assist at the various masses.

· This information will be in the bulletins and announcements.

Is Evangelization the place for Membership and registration?  This question will be addressed in upcoming meetings.

In regards to VI. from the agenda:

· Our vision is largely educating ourselves in sharing the Gospel and teaching others to share it and share it themselves.

· Larger than the Catholic faith, larger than membership – we are called to lift people and share the love of God.  Not how do I get them in the pews, but how do I show them the love of God?

· Evangelizing personally becomes easy and natural because we have trained ourselves to do it and trained others.

· Are we only a destination parish? What other ways can we interact?

· Who is coming to Malachi’s?  We are trying to get people to celebrate God’s love – pre-catacuminate, to educate people about our faith.

· At some point, have an online webcast that people can listen to and participate with – consider in upcoming meetings.

· Don’t preach, don’t push it at people – educate softly.

· Educational plan and way of presentation without offense or putting people on the defensive, guard against turning people off with the word “evangelize.”

· There is one God that we all share. 

· We do not need to harp on Catholicism; focus on Christ’s love.

· There is a bridge between church and service ministry – be more inviting as a church to show more clearly the link between loving God and the services we provide as a way of loving God.

· To fan the flames of faith, to burn with the light of the Holy Spirit.

· In our August meeting, we will determine our goals as a commission, and what action steps are needed to reach those goals.  Once we have, we will be able to come up with a short summary of our commission for use by other ministries.  We choose to focus on our efforts first, rather than immediately diving into the suggestions proposed by the NWPT; however we will support and interact with ideas and programs suggested by St. Patrick’s and other area churches.

As a group, we really felt that the showing the bridge between church and service ministry (be more inviting as a church to show more clearly the link between loving God and the services we provide as a way of loving God) is a good focus for us as a commission.
We will reach out to Sr. Mach and let her know that we would like to know more about what educational tools are available for us as a commission, specifically how to train ourselves to evangelize and then how to train the congregation.  We would also like any examples she may have of similar churches with evangelization programs, success stories.

Next meeting: August 23 – 7 pm in the rectory.  Sr. Margaret Mach from the Diocese will be there.  

